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Reason for compiling this criteria

For the first time in more than 50 years a difference of opinion has occurred in the town of Batley with
regards to moon sighting. Local Masjid committees wrote to I.M.W.S asking them to find a solution to
this dispute, hence the Executive Committee of I.M.W.S handed this task over to the Ulama and agreed
that their decision would be binding. After consultation an initial meeting was convened in which all
the Ulema were invited, approximately 75 local Ulama participated. It was unanimously agreed at this
meeting that an Ulama working committee consisting of 22 Ulama be created. This committee had
approximately 6 meetings of deliberations and consultations at the conclusion of which some
fundamental usool (principles) were drawn up to ensure that unity amongst the people is maintained;
the usool were drawn up remaining within the framework of Shariah and in strict adherence with
Quran, hadith, figh, fatawaa and in consultation with Muftis in this country and in the Indian sub-
continent.

Thereafter on the 31% of May 2008 all of the local Ulama were once again invited to attend a
presentation on the working committee’s findings. Approx. 55 Ulama attended and listened attentively
to the principles laid out, after which a unanimous decision was taken supporting the findings and the
fundamental principles & criteria.

By the grace of Almighty Allah this criterion has now been compiled and is at your disposal. We ask
Allah to make this a means of uniting the Ummabh, especially for the people of Batley and beyond for
the UK

May Allah Ta’ala give us all the taufeeq & ability to follow the teachings of Shariah and adopt taqwa
and piety in our lives. Ameen.

9™ Jumadal Ukhraa 1429 / 14 June 2008
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Islam and Moon Sighting:

The Muslim ummah is passing through a phase in which many a religious matters are the centre of
attraction, one such matter is the sighting of the moon. Islam is a complete way of life given to us by
Allah Ta’ala, and if adopted the key to success in this world and the Hereafter. Clear and apparent rules
guidelines have been laid out in the Quraan and Ahadith regarding to the sighting of the moon, which
are easy to understand and follow for people from all walks of life, and free from all complications and
difficulties.

One of the many important acts of worship in Islam is the fasts of Ramadhan. These can only be
observed in a specific period, which is obviously the month of Ramadhan. Islam is a way of life and
source of guidance for humans across the globe and in all eras, and if adopted a simple and natural way
to establish the commencement of those months which are connected with acts of worship. This
guidance is not dependant on any rare instruments or experience; if this had been the case then a
section of the community would have been put under unbearable difficulties. Islam has based it’s
commands on such things that can easily accommodate people from all walks of life, such as villagers
and people far away from civilisation e.g. nomads etc. so that everyone is able to put the commands
into practice. The basis of the issue which is currently being discussed, i.e. commencement of the
months of Ramadhan and Shawwal etc., has been laid on sighting of the moon by the naked eye and not
merely on the presence of the new moon on the horizon. Authentic Ahadeeth are the basis on which
such simple and naturalistic principles, which are according to the natural disposition of Islam:
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The hadith below points to this simple and natural practice:
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From the above mentioned narrations we come to the conclusion that the establishment of the Islamic
months will only be through the sighting of the new moon, and nothing else. The Ummah has an Ijma
(consensus) on this point.

Over time the Fugahaa (jurists), taking into consideration events of their times and the advent of
modern technology and new scientific instruments derived and compiled relevant laws from the Holy
Quraan and Ahadith. Although modern technology led to us living a more comfortable life, these very




5

same advances have created confusing situations and scenarios which have been the reason for
psychological upheaval and deep differences.

There is certainly no doubt regards to the permissibility and usage of these advances. Allah Ta’ala has
created them for our convenience, allowing us to derive benefit from it in fulfilling our daily needs.

Islam is according to nature and intellect

It is an accepted reality that Islam coincides with nature and human intellect. There are no laws in Islam
which defies this fact. Although some of the laws may be beyond human comprehension, however this
doesn’t mean they defy logic; but rather down to the deficiency in our intellect. Regarding this matter
Imam Abu Ishag Shatabi R.H. in his renowned book (Al- Muwafagat Fi Usoolil Ahkam under the
chapter Al Qism-ul Awwal) has demonstrated that those Usool (principles) which disagree with a
sound mind are not worthy of being accepted. Sheikh Abdullah Daraz of Azhar University, who has
researched and commentated on this subject titled his chapter ‘Everything that does not comply with
the laws of Shariah and intellect cannot be trusted’ and in the edition printed by (Dar-ul Fikr) Sheikh
Sayed Muhammad Khidhar Hussain At-tulisi has researched this matter and titled the chapter ‘The
Laws of Shariah are in accordance to reality’, then he goes on to prove this point under a further
heading ‘The Sharee evidence does not contradict laws of intellect’. Likewise Imam Jassas Razi R.H.
in his famous Usool-ul Figh book (Al-Fusool Fil Usool) under the chapter ‘Refuting the claim of those
who say the laws of Shariah are not according to intellect’ has reiterated this very same point.

The ruling regarding testimony of an impossible occurrence

Allamah Ibn Hajar R.A. has mentioned this in his book Sharah Nukhbatul Fikr as thus:
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Imam Jassas Razi RA has also commentated on this subject and states that the testimony of an
individual which contradicts a sound mind is unacceptable:
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Allamah Suyooti R.A. states in his book Tadreeb-ur Rawee regarding rejecting a trustworthy persons
statement which contradicts a logically impossible occurrence
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After reviewing all these sources we draw conclusion that any narrative, testimony or claim of an
impossible occurrence will not be accepted, but rather will be refuted.

The following is an example of this refutation:
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Sighting of the moon

Just as Islam has taken into consideration ease and simplicity in all aspects, likewise nature has also
been taken into account. Therefore the sighting of the moon, in light of Prophetic teachings and giving
consideration to ease and simplicity, should only be dependent on shahadah (eye witness
evidence).There are no difference of opinion regarding this. Furthermore Shariah also taking nature
into consideration will only accept a testimony where the sighting of the moon is actually possible.

Indeed many books of Figh that have included a chapter on sighting the moon have written:

If the horizon is clear (no clouds, fog etc.) and only one or two people give testimony to the sighting of
the moon, then in such a case their testimony will be rejected, regardless of how reliable, trustworthy
and pious the people are. How can it be possible that with clear skies only one or two could sight the
moon? This testimony is contrary to logic and apparent reasoning. In such a situation a large group of
people should have sighted the moon, rather than just one or two. When the horizon is clear even
people from adjoining areas should be able to sight the moon, there is no reason for others to not be
able to sight it. This is proof to the fact that there was no moon present on the horizon, and as it is
against clear logic their testimony will be cast doubtful and rejected by the judge.
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The Fugaha have mentioned another ruling under this discussion:

If a single person sighted the moon at the start of Ramadhan and the judge accepting his testimony
passed judgment for the commencement of the holy month. However at the end of the thirtieth fast,
despite the horizon being clear, the moon was not sighted, then it will be compulsory to keep 31 fasts.
The person on whose testimony Ramadhan commenced will punished for giving a false testimony.

In the book llmul Figh Allamah Abdus Shakur Sahib writes:

If the fasts were observed on the account of only one person’s testimony, and thereafter no moon was
to be seen after the 30" fast, due to the horizon being unclear then the ruling for Eid will be given.
However if the horizon was clear (and despite that no moon was sighted), then breaking of the fast will
not be permissible on the 31%" and it is necessary for the judge to punish the witness for giving a false
testimony. (Ilm-ul Figh)
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In this instance the witness gave his testimony, and the judge also accepted his single testimony.
However on the eve after the 30" due to the moon not being sighted, not only did he pass judgement
for rejecting and falsifying his account but also for punishing the witness. One of the reasons being,
that his testimony at the start of Ramadhan was proven to be contrary to apparent reasoning.

Sometimes it seems to a person as if they have seen the moon and on this basis he gives testimony of
his sighting. In his own mind he thinks himself correct, however in reality there was no moon but an
external factor affected him and made him think that the moon is sighted. This is not a new
phenomenon; there are many similar examples not only in our pious predecessors but also amongst the
Sahaba R.A.

One such incident occurred during the era of Hazrat Umar R.A.; a person claimed to have sighted the
moon, Hazrat Umar R.A. instructed him to wash his face and then asked him, ‘Where is the moon?’ He
replied, ‘I cannot see it anymore.’ At this Hazrat Umar R.A. remarked, ‘On your eyebrows was a hair
which was dangling in front of your eyes in the shape of a crescent moon, you mistook it as being the
moon.’

S Seki ] 91385 (3 30 15 - 45) o0l 4555 8085 o5 301 3 WS a0 e 3 wiSB R Y 3 UT et g
© el amls /C:M}:Q\ I g ¢ J6 b i 4 f)ﬁ;d\ 33 (FLo5 6 oY - 459) 5 @S il 7 alog sl
Bz Jole (35U pi) Slas i G 185 = J6 250 Yol Wi el ls G &6 B8 U8 4388 0 O o3 4 J6

(2/9O&u)¢mu&w&ommvm’>}‘J_.A;-‘ﬁ\.cb‘j\ deu\

Allamah Bukhait Misri R.A has also narrated a similar incident in his book Irshadu Ahlil Millah llaa
Ithbaatil Ahillah). Hazrat Anas R.A. was with a group of Sahaba searching for the new moon. In this
group was also Hazrat lyas Bin Muawiya. After a while Hazrat Anas R.A. claimed to have sighted the
moon, but no one else in the group saw it. Hazrat lyas R.A., through his acuteness and intelligence,
realised the fact of the matter. He saw a white hair hanging from the eyebrow of Hazrat Anas R.A. and
hence raised the hair and asked Anas R.A., ‘Can you still see the moon?’ Hazrat Anas R.A. replied in
the negative. (Irshadu Ahlil Millah llaa Ithbaatil Ahillah)

From this we can conclude that sometimes external factors do play a part and have an effect in the
sighting of the moon. Therefore it is extremely important for any judge or moon sighting committee to
keep these factors in consideration and to keep in mind what calibre of people the witnesses are and in
what situation they are giving their testimony.

Quotes of the fugaha concerning the sighting of the moon
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From these passages it is clear that we should consider the authenticity of the reports coming in or
being received or testimonies being taken. If this matter is viewed from this perspective, then sightings
of the moon will not only be dependent on a testimony, but also the fact that it does not contradict
sound reasoning and nature. This fact is nothing new, but rather an accepted reality in Shariah. The
claim or testimony, by a trustworthy person, of an event which is logically and apparently impossible is
completely unacceptable. In fact this itself will be evidence to refute such a testimony.

One thing to keep in mind is that we are followers of the Hanafi school of thought, therefore it is
incumbent upon us to follow our own principles, unless a situation arises wherein not following another
school of thought will result in ‘difficulty’. Only in such an instance is it permissible to follow another
school of thought, but even that needs to be adhered to with stringent guidelines.
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We will now look into the issue which is currently being discussed (moon sighting), if it contains
‘difficulties’ which will allow us to follow another school of thought. After thorough research and
scrutinizing the matter, we come to the conclusions that no such difficulties and inconveniences exist

anymore (that were there in the past). Based on the principle"s)s .2}l ,4& 445 3,9,.2)1" | now that the

‘difficulties’ have change to ease, and the fact that we can now act on our own school of thought with
relative ease especially now that modern technology and other scientific instruments have made things
very easy, then how can we act upon another school of thought regarding this matter?

In non-Muslim countries

It is compulsory upon Muslims living in non-Muslim countries to appoint a Wali (responsible person)
in relation to their religious matters. Therefore all the Muslims or it’s majority must appoint a pious
scholar, otherwise a representative Ulama committee for, all their religious matters. If not then at least
appoint one for matters relating to moon sighting. Their decision will then be considered as binding
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NOTE: The judgment on the sighting of the moon is not merely dependant on the decision of the ruler
or the judiciary as understood by the following passage
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This is due to the fact that the judge is not allowed to make a decision without an appropriate claim,
testimony or witnesses, as clearly proven in the book Kitabul Qadha under the chapter Adab-ul Qadhee.

In the issue of moon sighting nothing can occur until a trustworthy person gives testimony, thereupon it
becomes incumbent on the judge to pass a ruling after considering the evidence of the witness. This is
clear proof that sighting does not fall under the judiciary. As Hugooqul Ibaad (human rights) are
fundamentally linked to the moon sighting for Eid and therefore any testimony or claim are not
conditional for a judge, despite this as a precautionary the testimony of two trustworthy persons is
deemed compulsory. This point is understood from the final part of the aforementioned passage.
(Fataawaa Nizaamiyah)

If a moon sighting committee is established and a difference of opinion occurs between it’s members
and no agreement can be reached on the decision of the chair, then the majority vote will be considered
a deciding factor. (Fataawaa Nizaamiyah)

In conclusion the need has now arisen for a solution to be found to this issue of moon sighting which
complies with the teachings of Shariah and at the same time doesn’t defy logic and apparent reasoning,
a solution which is convenient & easy and in accord with the rules of Shariah and principles of Figh &
school of thought. An easy solution to this is to conduct and moon sighting decision following the
below eight foundation principles.

How to verify a sighting of the moon

There are five ways to verify moon sighting; if any one of these methods is present, with relevant
conditions, then an announcement can be made:
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(The details of these five points are mentioned in the books of figh. Three words ‘Khabr’ (news), ‘Shahadat’ (testimony) and
‘Elaan’ (announcement) are used in Figh in relation to moon sighting. If they are used in accordance to the Shariah and
Figh meaning then they will carry weight, otherwise they have no meaning as terms of moon sighting.  ceslidl 2Lhi ulstio
1) 74)

1. Sighting of the new moon

2. Testimony
(There three types of ‘Shahadat’ (testimony): 1)A testimony 2) A testimony of a testimony 3) A testimony to a judge’s
decision. For more detail check Fatawaa Rahimiyah 7/216)

3. Writing of a judge to another judge (Kitab-ul Qazi ilal Qazi)
4. Istifadah (over whelming sources of information that can’t be falsified)

5. Radio, telephone, TV, letters, fax or any other means of communication.

Method of establishing a moon sighting committee

1. A consensus (amongst the people) is reached upon a fixed date for the commencement of a new

month, which isn’t contrary to Shariah, logic and apparent reasoning. (An easy method to do this is that when
all three countries Saudi Arabia, Morocco and South Africa coincide on the 1* day of a month then that day is unanimously
taken as the 1% day of the Islamic month. These are the three countries from which all Hilal committees in the U.K. take
their news from. Once the 1% of the month is fixed only then can one establish the 29" and 30" correctly. Thereafter if
decisions are made as per the principles then they will always be according to Shariah, logic and apparent reasoning. If
each Hilal committee takes different 1 days for the start of the month then the 29" and 30" will be different.)

2. Every region should appoint people who observe the moon with punctuality. The nominated people
should have knowledge regarding the location of the moon as the position of the moon differs with the
seasons.

3. After agreeing a start date (as per point no.1), if a new sighting is confirmed in Britain on the eve of
the 29™ of the month, fulfilling all relevant conditions, then an announcement should be made
accordingly.

4. If it was not possible to sight the new moon locally/nationally on the eve of the 29", then
information about moon sighting can be taken from other countries. These countries month dates must
not be ahead of ours and neither should we be influenced incorrectly by their information. (our days of the
month should not beecome 28 or 31 days). News of the sighting should be taken from such a country whose
dates coincide with ours i.e. in both countries the date is 29, and their decision should be according to
the Hanafi school of thought, or close to it, and the members of the committee are satisfied with the
information.

5. A mutual agreement should be made with those countries from where information is taken (as
mentioned under point no.4). That country should also have their own system of sighting the moon and
must not be reliant on others, i.e. they don’t make their decision after receiving confirmation from
another country.

6. Information received or taken via telephone with regards to the commencement of an Islamic month,
excluding then month of Ramadhan, has the same religious judgment as correspondence via letter, i.e.
we are convinced that this is the very same person with whom contact was established and the voice is
not being imitated. The caller is pious and the person making the call (from the committee) knows him
well. The information should also be verified through other sources (the news should reach the stage of

Khabar e Mustafidh i.e. it is undeniable) then an announcement can be made.

(Hazarat Moulana Burhanuddin Sambhali Sahib mentions about news received by phone: 1. Take the phone number of the
person calling from abroad, then call him again from here and make other people who recognise the voice listen to it. 2. Try
and verify the news from other people in the same town or city from the where the person has phoned. 3. When you receive
satisfactory and reliable information from several towns of a similar kind then these phones will be considered
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to be one source of news, and the announcement for the commencement of Ramadhan can be made, but not that of Eid. If
the news was received from so many different areas or from one area but from so many different people that you can’t
perceive it to be wrong commonly or rationally (it becomes Khabr e Mustafidh) then you may announce commencement of
Eid . For the full discussion look at the book ‘Ruyat e Hilal Kaa Masalah’ pages 62 to 72 and ‘Ramadhan wa Eid Kay
Masaail wa Dalaail’ by MI. Mohammed Miyan Sahib pages 54 to 58. Hazarat Moulana Burhanuddin Sambhali Sahib
further explains under the statement ‘You may also announce Eid’ that Hazrat Mufti Shafee Sahib R.A. would not accept the
hilal testimony by phone for the Eid sighting, but Moulana Sayyid Mohammed Miya Sahib has accepted in his book that
when the phone testimonies reach so many that it becomes Khabar e Mustafidh then Eid announcements can be based on
them. In the light of evidence the second view looks to be stronger and has been accepted.)

7. The general public must not make a decision based on information received from another country;
however they are advised to inform the moon sighting committee along with the source of the
information. Thereafter act upon the decision of the moon sighting committee.

8. The testimony of a witness deemed unacceptable through external factors can be rejected (for
example even though the person sighting the moon is reliable, but has weak eyesight). Similarly the
testimony of a fasiq (transgressor) can be accepted if validated by external factors.
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NOTE: The time limit for receiving news from abroad will be at the discretion of the committee. If no
news is received on the fixed time, then 30 days should be completed, thereafter an announcement for
Eid should be made (because taking news from abroad is neither Wajib (obligatory) nor a religious
requirement, that is why the previous mufti of Darul Uloom Deoband Hazrat Mufti Nizamuddin Sb.
writes ‘As for the ruling on seeking sightings from other places that is neither wajib nor a religious

requirement, but rather it goes against the hadith .3, 4l 45" 4s¥ (For every locality they have their own sighting)’

Muntakhab Nizamul Fatawa partl pg 171) . However if a testimony or information is received through a

reliable local or National source (not international) then it will become compulsory to make a decision
according to that.
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The fixed time for receiving news from abroad during the summer months will be after Maghrib in that
particular foreign country reliant.
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Confirming the moon sighting according to the Hanafi principles.

Al.Commencement of Ramadhan when the horizon is clear; decision will be made
according to the following principles:

1. If the sky is clear then a large group of people should sight the moon, i.e. such a large number that
the judge or committee are satisfied with their sighting. (the horizon should be clear in the actual place
of sighting and therefore a large contingent of people should sight the moon, otherwise the testimony
won’t be valid. This ruling is for both Ramadhan and the two Eids. To accept the news from those
countries whose School of Thought considers two witnesses sufficient when the horizon is clear, should
be reconsidered. See Ahsanul Ftawaa v 4 pg 416)
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2. The sky is clear and no sighting is made locally, however a reliable person (male or female) from a
higher altitude or another locality gives a satisfactory testimony
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3. The sky is clear and an overwhelming number of people from another locality give a satisfactory
testimony. (it reaches the status of ‘Istifadhah’)

A2 Commencement of Ramadhan when the horizon is unclear; decision will be made
according to the following principles:

1. A single trustworthy adult (mature) male or female gives testimony of a sighting, this will suffice.
The saying of the word shahadah (I bear witness) is not compulsory.
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2. A minimum of two trustworthy men or one male and two females from another locality give witness
that in their locality the judge or mufti has made a positive decision of sighting.(Ruyat e Hilaal by
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Mufti Shafi Sahib pg 51)
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3. A trustworthy person gives witness, that so and so trustworthy person has sighted the moon, but is
unable to attend in person to give testimony. He has given an account of his sighting in my presence
and has made me his representative, so that | may relay his testimony.
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4. Information regarding the decision of a moon sighting committee is received via telephone or
mobile, and the voice of the informant is recognised and confirmed by others, and this is either verified
by other sightings or the accuracy of the information accepted using other sources.

5. Information regarding a sighting is received through radio, fax or internet. This will only be deemed
acceptable when this information is actually confirmed by the chairperson of the committee (with
whom you have a prior agreement), or another person of that particular locality testifies that he has
personally sighted the new moon and the person receiving that news recognises him and considers him
trustworthy. (extracted from Allaat e Jadidah Kay Sharee Ahkaam’ pg 178. The text is ‘For the
commencement of Ramadhaan neither a witness or Istifadhah news is conditional. But rather the
testimony of one trustworthy person will be valid. For this reason the information received by letter or
modern means (technology) will be accepted with the condition that the informer’s letter or voice is
recognised and he states he has personally sighted the moon. The recipient of the news recognises him
and believes him to be trustworthy.”)

6. Many radio stations relay news of sighting from various places from the actual people (who can be
recognised) who have sighted the hilal in a satisfactory manner. Or the radio announcer on behalf of the
judge or moon sighting committee makes the announcement with all the relevant details and the local
moon sighting committee is satisfied with that information. Or a big group of people relay the
information after sighting the moon themselves, or relay the news from those who have seen it
themselves, or that they have heard the news directly from the judge.
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(Extracted from Alaat e Jadidah Kay Sharee Ahkaam’ pg 177, ‘The definition of ‘Istifaadhah’ is

detailed in the books of Ruyat e Hilal. In it you will also rely and trust information from modern
technology. When you get reports from the actual people who have sighted the moon being made from

different areas through radio, T.V., phone or mail. The condition is that these people can be recognised
and that they testify that they themselves have sighted the moon, or they state that they were present
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when the judge or moon sighting committee announced the hilal to be proven.(Shami v 2 pg 151) The
mere news that the moon was sighted in such a place can’t be classed as Istifadhah)

Or the information is received directly from a country’s moon sighting committee or judicial council
with whom you have a prior agreement.

7. An abundance of telephone calls, faxes and letters are received from a single or numerous locations,
thus reaching the status of Istifadha, one becomes convinced of the moon being sighted. (Kitabus
Sawm, Majmuaah Fatawaa, Abdul Hai-)

8. The moon sighting committee sent a reliable person to a certain place, to verify a moon sighting
judgment. He returns and gives a decision in favour of the sighting. (On condition that this person
hears it directly from the judge, or had the news verified from a reliable source, or heard it directly
from the people who saw the hilal. If he just heard hearsay then that will not suffice)
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9. The local moon sighting committee or it’s chairperson receives a letter from the chair of a different
moon sighting committee or his associates, or a mufti, or judge, and they are convinced of the sighting.

(if there is a prior agreement then this local committee will fall under that agreement’s jurisdiction and
this letter will hold the status of an official announcement e.g. the firing of the canon)
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10. If the chair of a moon sighting committee, or mufti, or judge makes a decision in accordance with
religious principles, and news of this reaches the moon sighting committee of another region(who have
a prior agreement with them), or the committee itself spread the news, then the greater probability for
the sighting will suffice. The announcement can be made when they are convinced and it does not have
to reach the status of Istifadha. (This is only because when there is a prior agreement then they fall
under that jurisdiction, so just informing will suffice. If there is no agreement then conditions of one
judge writing to another or the testimony on a judgment will apply)
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B. Commencement of Shawwal and Zil-Hijja will be made according to the following
principles:

1. If the sky is clear then a large group of people should sight the moon: a sighting on such a mass scale
that cannot be refuted.

2. Or a large group of people from another locality mention their sighting of the moon, which leads to
the undeniable fact (Istifadha) of the moon having been sighted.

Bl Commencment of Shawwal and Zil-Hijjah, when horizon is clear, will be made

according to the following principles:

_(if the horizon is clear and there is no large group sighting then there are four means of determining
the moon for eid:1. By testimony 2. By giving a testimony of another testimony 3. By giving testimony
of a judgment 4. Istafadha. If anyone of these are met then the announcement can be made.)

1. Such a large group of people from another locality gives their account of the sighting, reaching the
status of Istifadha, which leaves no room for denial.

2. A minimum of two trustworthy adult males, or one male and two females give their testimony using
the word shahadah (I testify).
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3. Two trustworthy males or one male and two females from another locality bear witness to the fact
that the moon sighting committee, judge or mufti in their locality has made a decision through standard
procedure by taking a testimony.
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4. A minimum of two trustworthy men or one male and two females from another locality give witness
that in their locality the judge or mufti has made a positive decision of a sighting.
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5. Two Muslim men, or one man and two females give testimony of their sighting in the presence of
two men or one male and two females and then send them as representative witnesses for their sighting.
These people come and testify. This will be accepted only if the people who sighted the moon relayed
their account individually in front of the representatives. Then such a scenario would be deemed
acceptable.
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6. The chair of a moon sighting committee, or his associate, gives a written notification after making
their decision. In such a case (the local moon sighting committee) can accept that decision as long as
two witnesses testify to the fact that this is the chairs writing. The people sent with the writing can also
be classed as witnesses.

7. A trustworthy person testifies (to the moon sighting committee), and two other witnesses bear
testimony to the sighting of another person, then this will also be sufficient.
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8. The moon sighting committee sent a reliable person to a certain place, to verify a moon sighting
judgment. He returns and gives a decision in favour of the sighting. (On condition that this person
hears it directly from the judge, or had the news verified from a reliable source, or heard it directly
from the people who saw the hilal. If he just heard hearsay then that will not suffice. Note: For the
sighting of Shawwal witnesses are not sufficient, but rather numbers are necessary. But as there is a
written agreement with that country then the representative will fall in their jurisdiction, and hence if
the representative, as long as he fulfils the conditions, gives news of the decision then it can be relied
upon)
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9. The same religious ruling applies for information received or taken via telephone as for a letter.
Therefore if a well-known, trustworthy Muslim gives information regarding sighting of the moon in his
locality via mobile, webcam, internet etc. then this will not be accepted until once is not certain that this
is the very same person with whom the link was established and he is not imitating the voice of
another. the person is religious, and this information is also confirmed through other sources who have
actually seen the moon or have directly heard from the people who sighted the moon and they are in a
large number (tawaatur) and when fully satisfied and the news reaches the status of Istifadha. Then
only can the announcement be made to confirm the sighting. (Hazarat Moulana Burhanuddin Sambhali Sahib
mentions about news received by phone: 1. Take the phone number of the person calling from abroad, then call him again
from here and make other people who recognise the voice listen to it. 2. Try and verify the news from other people in the
same town or city from the where the person has phoned. 3. When you receive satisfactory and reliable information from
several towns of a similar kind then these phones will be considered to be one source of news, and the announcement for
the commencement of Ramadhan can be made, but not that of Eid. If the news was received from so many different areas or
from one area but from so many different people that you can’t perceive it to be wrong commonly or rationally (it becomes
Khabr e Mustafidh) then you may announce commencement of Eid . For the full discussion look at the book ‘Ruyat e Hilal
Kaa Masalah’ pages 62 to 72 and ‘Ramadhan wa Eid Kay Masaail wa Dalaail’ by MI. Mohammed Miyan Sahib pages 54
to 58. Hazarat Moulana Burhanuddin Sambhali Sahib further explains under the statement ‘You may also announce Eid’
that Hazrat Mufti Shafee Sahib R.A. would not accept the hilal testimony by phone for the Eid sighting, but Moulana Sayyid
Mohammed Miya Sahib has accepted in his book that when the phone testimonies reach so many that it becomes Khabar e
Mustafidh then Eid announcements can be based on them. In the light of evidence the second view looks to be stronger and
has been accepted.) Hazrat Mufti Shafi Sahub further states that a ‘Khabar e Mustafidh’ is only when a very large group of
people have themselves heard the news from the people who sighted the moon or from the judge who announced the

sighting decision. Hearsay that becomes commonly accepted but you cannot identify the source can’t be a ‘Khabr e
Mustafidh’ .(Shami v2 pg 921. Ruyat e Hilal pg55)
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10. Many radio stations relay news of sighting from various places from the actual people (who can be
recognised) who have sighted the hilal in a satisfactory manner.

Or the information is received directly from a country’s moon sighting committee or judicial council
with whom you have a prior agreement.

Various radio stations spread the news of sighting in their respective localities based on the decision of
the judge or moon sighting committee and the radio announcer on behalf of the judge or moon sighting
committee makes the announcement with all the relevant details and the local moon sighting committee
is satisfied with that information. Or a big group of people relay the information after sighting the
moon themselves, or relay the news from those who have seen it themselves, or that they have heard
the news directly from the judge. And this group reaches tawaatur (large amount).
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Or the information is received directly from a country’s moon sighting committee or judicial council
with whom you have a prior agreement.

11. An overwhelming number of telephone calls, faxes and letters are received from a certain location
or locations which lead to the undeniable fact (Istifadha) of the moon being sighted.

12. If the chair of a moon sighting committee, or mufti, or judge makes a decision in accordance with
religious principles, and news of this reaches the moon sighting committee of another region (who have
a prior agreement with them) (This is only because when there is a prior agreement then they fall under
that jurisdiction so just informing will suffice. If there is no agreement then the laws of one judge
writing to another or testifying on a judgment will apply), or the committee itself spread the news
cautiously, then the greater probability for the sighting will suffice. The announcement can be made
when they are convinced then this will not be accepted unless it is made sure that this is the very same
person with whom the link was established and he’s not imitating the voice of another. The person has
to be religious, and the information is confirmed through other sources and when fully satisfied, only
can the announcement be made to confirm the sighting

13. For the nine months excluding Ramadhan, Shawwal and Zil Hijjah, two male witnesses or one male
and two female witnesses will suffice regardless of the sky being clear or not.
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The make-up of the moon sighting committee and their responsibilities.

1. The committee should consist of a minimum of 11 members.

2. ldeally all the committee members should be Ulama, if this isn’t possible then a minimum of three
scholars should be present and the remaining members should all be intelligent, religious orientated and
aware of rules (moon sighting) in general.
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3. Announcement for the sighting should be made using particular wording and the reason for the
decision should also be cited.

4. There should be sub-committees in all areas consisting of members who are religious and
trustworthy.

5. These sub-committees will collect information on local sightings.
6. The committee meetings should be professionally formalised. The chair himself will be the ameer
(chair), if not then the committee will appoint someone as the ameer for that meeting. Ultimately he

will make the decision and the announcement.

7. A minimum of seven members should be present in the meeting for the following 3 months:
Ramadhan, Shawwal and Zil-Hijjah.

8. It is recommended for a minimum of five members to be present in the meeting concerning all the
other months, excluding the above mentioned three.

9. The non-ulama members have the right to give advice, however the final decision will be made by
the Ulama.

10. If membership of the committee decreases due to some circumstance, then the right for appointing
new members will be in the hands of responsible local Ulama.

11. If the moon sighting committee goes into liquidation, then a meeting should be arranged for all the
local Ulama, and the responsibility will be transferred to them.

12. If the need arises for minor amendments to be made to the criteria, then the committee will have the
right to make slight changes as long as they stay within the framework of Shariah.

13. If due to some religious or rational reason the need arises to take information from a country other

than the ones agreed upon, then it will be allowed for the committee to select another country on
condition that the eight principals are adhered to.

Wording for announcement of a sighting.

1. Two trustworthy persons gave testimony of their sighting in front of the moon sighting committee,
which has been verified; therefore I................... as the chair, or associate, of the committee after
establishing sighting through religious principles announce the commencement of Ramadhan from
tomorrow morning, or tomorrow will be the day of Eid.

2. The moon sighting committee for another particular region, whose members are all religious or the
mufti, or scholar of so and so locality after receiving a testimony has made decision of the sighting.

3. A phone call was received by the committee from the chair of another moon sighting committee. The
information has been authenticated through various means and the news reached the stage of Istifaadha.
Therefore | as the chair, or associate, of the committee after establishing sighting through religious
principles announce the commencement of Ramadhan from tomorrow morning, or tomorrow will be

the day of Eid. (121-148/1 561 B $:5)

4. The moon sighting committee received a number of phone calls from various places and these have
been authenticated by the committee. Therefore I........................ as the chair, or associate, of the
committee after establishing sighting through religious principles announce the commencement of
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Ramadhan from tomorrow morning or tomorrow will be the day of Eid.

The decision in such a locality where no moon sighting committee exists will be as
follows.

1. If the sky is clear then one, two telephone calls will not suffice, regardless of the committee members
being most trustworthy and reliable. However an overwhelming number of phone calls will be required

from all over the country, which will lead to the undeniable fact of the information being authentic.
(V/Y sl ol cilaia)

2. For the sighting of Ramadhan, if the sky isn’t clear then one phone call will be deemed sufficient.
(OV/F + L sl alai ciliaiia)

3. For the sighting of Eid (al-Adha) or Shawwal when the sky is clear, an overwhelming number of
phone calls are needed which will lead to the undeniable fact of the information being authentic
(VY 5l plas cilasiig)

4. At least two phone calls, using specific words, are needed from different places that one can be sure
of them being truthful. Similarly when there is organised formal base for collation and dissemination of
moon sighting information, but the phone call is coming from a person who cannot get to a committee

then again if the news is given with specific words and meet the conditions then it will be valid.
(OV/F+ sl alas cilasia)

The precise announcement wording for incoming information from those regions where
no moon sighting committee exists)

1. Two trustworthy persons gave their testimony in the presence of the moon sighting committee. Their
testimony has been verified by the committee. Therefore I............... as the chair, or associate, of the
moon sighting committee after establishing the moon sighting through religious principles announce
the commencement of Ramadhan from tomorrow morning, or tomorrow will be the day of Eid.

2. The moon sighting committee for another particular region, whose members are all religious or the
mufti, or scholar of so and so locality after receiving a testimony has made decision of the sighting.

3. A phone call was received by the committee from the chair of another moon sighting committee. The
information has been authenticated through various means and the news reached the stage of Istifaadha.
Therefore | as the chair, or associate, of the committee after establishing sighting through religious
principles announce the commencement of Ramadhan from tomorrow morning, or tomorrow will be

the day of Eid
4. The moon sighting committee received a number of phone calls from various places and these have
been authenticated by the committee. Therefore I........................ as the chair, or associate, of the

committee after establishing sighting through religious principles announce the commencement of
Ramadhan from tomorrow morning, or tomorrow will be the day of Eid

Conditions for verifying the sighting according to the three Imams.(Malik Shafiee &
Ahmed R.A)

The discussion which took place until now was in light of the Hanafi school of thought, now we will
elaborate a little on the schools of thought of the three other Imams. There is no significant difference
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in their schools of thought between the sky being clear or not. There are slight differences in secondary
issues

Hazarat Imam Malik R.A.- Three ways to establish the sighting;1. Such a large number of people sight
the moon of Ramadhan which makes it impossible to envisage them all to be liars. In addition there is
no condition for the witnesses to be male, free (not slaves) and equitable.

2. For the months of Ramadhan and Shawwal a minimum of two people are required. In addition being
equitable, adults, male and free are all conditions.

3. For the months of Ramadhan and Shawwal, in those regions where observation is made on a regular
basis, the testimony of two people is required. That region where there is no such regular observations
the testimony of only one person.

Hazrat Imam Shafiee R.A:

The testimony of one free Muslim male will suffice for the moon of Ramadhan, and in another
narration the testimony of a woman or slave will also be acceptable. The criteria for Eid is two
equitable, free persons is necessary.

Hazrat Imam Ahmed R.A:
The sighting for Ramadhan requires the testimony of two free males or even two women or two slaves.
For Eid two equitable free persons are necessary
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From the above text we can determine that in the other three schools of thought and for people, like
Shaikh bin Baaz, the method and laws of moon sighting are not like that of the Hanafi school of
thought; that is what currently being practiced in the Middle Eastern and Arab countries. When this has
been established that our previous method moon sighting announcements was not according to the
Hanafi school of thought, it becomes incumbent that we leave that method and practice on laws which
are according to Hanafi school of thought; on which this criteria is based.
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